Welcome to Year 1
What can you expect for your child
as they enter Key Stage 1 in Year 1?

The new normal!

This years entry to a new year group and Key Stage
have inevitably been different! We are so proud of
how the children are settling into their new year
group, having spent a week and a half getting to
know their teachers, reconnecting with friends and
getting used to a new classroom and resources.
This document will now give you some information
about how we are gradually settling your children
into Key Stage 1, and the sorts of subjects they will
be doing, and how these may be taught.

The National Curriculum
Once children enter year 1 they will start the
KS1 national curriculum. The subject areas
are…
• Core subjects
English, Maths, Science and Computing

• Foundation subjects

DT, History, Geography, PE, Art & Design and RE

• Jigsaw
Social and emotional development and well-being

Explore Learning
We still aim to utilise the more practical/play based
aspects of teaching and learning from EYFS and we
call this Explore learning. It involves…
• Teaching inputs on curriculum objectives
• Reception-style learning
• Children choose own learning paths and resources
• Mastery of key skills

Using ICT to present learning

Explore
Sorting and classifying in Science

Story writing, labelling, captions etc.

Mastery

Writing poetry

Applying Maths skills to problems

Retelling stories with puppet shows

Growth Mindset

We want the children to become resilient in the way
they approach their learning, being able to make
mistakes and continuing to try hard.

Transition from YR to Y1
• This year, more than any, it is vital that we approach the
children’s learning in a way that is comfortable for them. We
have started with art activities and spending time getting to
know your child. We will then move onto the timetable they
were used to in Reception, gradually changing this over many
weeks until we are working in a Key Stage 1 way. Once we
are there the following things will remain the same…
• Continuation of Talk for Writing
• Promoting independence
• Self-initiated learning
• Explore learning
• Less structured teaching in the afternoon

Changes from YR to Y1
• Homework

We will provide a variety of homework tasks (1 a
week), set on class dojo, covering different areas
of the curriculum. Reading Eggs and Doodle
maths are to supplement this each week.

• Reading

This will be taught through individual reading
sessions, phonics-based reading lessons and
comprehension lessons.

• Independence

Book bags will not be checked by teachers so if
there is a letter to return to school you may want
to put it in their hand at the door.

Reading in Year 1
• Children will read individually with the
teacher.
• Phonics/Tricky word lessons will take
place every day in the morning.
• Children will answer comprehension
questions during whole class reading
times and book talk in the afternoons.

High 5 challenge
We challenge the children to read 5 times a week at
home and this will be rewarded with a high 5 reading
dojo once you have uploaded a photo of the HASP book
reading diary. The important things to remember are..
• Reading little and often works best
• Any reading counts – menus, road signs, TV guides
• If you read to your child every night at bedtime it will
develop a love of story and the desire to read for
themselves.

Writing in Year 1
The children will be directly taught writing skills and will
experience writing in a variety of ways. We will work on the
following…
• Daily Phonics and English sessions
• Talk for Writing, where the children will learn short texts, with
actions, to aid writing at length.
• The children will use their creativity and imagination in role
play, puppet shows, hot seating on known texts and their own
creations.
• We will retell stories.
• We work hard to develop spoken language skills and extend
the children’s vocabulary.
• We will work with the children at whole class teaching times
and in small groups doing guided work to teach new skills.

Talk for Writing

This is an example of the short texts used for Talk for Writing. The pink bits are
guidance on what actions to do to accompany the learning of the text by heart.

Talk for Writing

This is the accompanying text map. These will be put on dojo so your child can
practise learning the text.

Sound Mats

This is the sound mat that we use in Key Stage 1. The pictures help the children to
learn the sound in context of the word. You will find a copy of this in your HASP
book.

Sound Mats

This mat helps the children to make a decision about what spelling for a sound to
choose. The Year 1 phonic curriculum introduces alternative spellings for sounds and
alternative pronunciations for spellings.

Tricky Word Mat
We have a display in the classrooms of the tricky word wall and the children
have small ones on each table too. These are words that do not necessarily
sound out and have to be learnt by sight.

Maths in Year 1
Maths will be taught daily and, once we are in the Key Stage 1 timetable, will often be
the first session of the day. The children will experience the following…

• Tasks where we assess a child’s knowledge so we can plan appropriately, called ‘cold
tasks’, and tasks where we assess how much the children have learnt in a unit,
called ‘hot tasks’.
• A mix of ways to learn and represent maths. This is called concrete, pictorial and
abstract. Concrete uses equipment, like bricks and counters, pictorial is where the
children will draw to help calculation and abstract is the more formal side of maths,
ie a written sum.
• Maths will be whole-class sessions
• The emphasis will be on number work
• We plan activities that will encourage the children’s fluency (speed and adaptability
of calculation), reasoning where the children need to justify their thoughts and
answers and problem solving.

Year 1 Assessment
• We are assessing the children all the time, during
lessons and working alongside them. Formal
assessments are made at several points in the
teaching year against ‘age-related expectations’
• Year 1 has a statutory assessment of the Phonics
screen which is held in the summer term. It involves
the children reading 40 words that are a mix of real
and ‘alien’ words. It assesses their sounding and
blending skills. This takes place in school with their
teacher.

Term 1 Topic
Each term we will send you a topic grid so you know what we are learning in school. This
is our grid for this term.
Due to the nature of this term and the amount of timetable changes we need to do, we may not cover all of this. We will catch this up
later in the year however.

• Complete homework with your child

• Visit topic-related places together
• Share home learning in class
• Keywords in HASP Books

• Real life maths

Counting the stairs to bed, using money at the shops, weighing pasta for dinner etc.

Thank you for you time and
continued support.

Hopefully this has given you enough information to understand what your child will
be experiencing in year 1. We will keep you updated with any changes on Class
Dojo.

❤

